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Agriculture Problems of
North East India

@ Minakshi Nath =]
M.A. 2™ Sem, Geography Deptt.

India is ac country of great geographical extent.
India is a unique country in the world. Agriculture has
been practiced in India since time immemorial. It plays
a vital role in the economy of India. In India, the North
eastern region is a important part of Indian agriculture
sector. The North East India comprising eight states
has enormous natural resources. In North East India,
about 80% population depended mainly in agriculture.
Agriculture is the major occupation in North East India.
Agriculture includes raising of crops from the animal
husbandry agroforestry and pisciculture. North East
India is pre-eminently an agricultural region. The
development of agriculture in all states of the region is
very important to strengthen economy of North East
India. The agriculture of North East India we should
modemnized of agriculture. We should improve our
level of agriculture. We should apply something new
to develop our agriculture sector. The major
agriculture commodities is of export are tea, raw

cotton, oil, tobacco, spices, fruits and vegetables.
There is great need to increase agriculture production
so that sufficient exportable surplus commaodities are
available after meeting our domestic requirements.
In North East India in present time, agriculture
modernization is important and in modernization
people faces some problems.

North Eastern agriculture is plagued by several
problems, some of them are natural and some others
are manmade. Some of the major problems and their
possible solutions have been discussed as follows:
Small and fragmented land :

The problem of small and fragmented holdings
is more serious in densely populated and intensively
cultivated states. The main reason for this sad state
of affairs is our inheritance laws. The land belonging
to the father is equally distributed among his sons and
daughters. This distribution of land does not entail a
collection or consolidated one, but its nature is
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fragmented. In this way the holdings become smaller
and more fragmented with each passing generation.

Sub-division and fragmentation of the holdings
is one of the main cause of our low agricultural
productivity and backward state of our agriculture.
A lot of time and labour is wasted in moving seeds,
manure, implements and cattle from one piece of land
to another.

The only answer to this ticklish problem is the
consolidation of holdings which mans the reallocation
of holding which are fragmented, the creation of farms
which comprise only one or a few parcels in place of
multitude of patches formerly in the possession of
each peasant.

' Seeds:

Seed is a critical and basic input for attaining
higher crop yields and sustained growth in agricultural
production. Distribution of assured quality seed is a
critical as the production of such seeds. Unfortunately,
good quality seeds are out of reach of the majority
of farmers, especially small and marginal farmers
mainly because of exorbitant prices of better seeds.
In order to solve this problem, the government of
India has taken sev- -al steps so that quality seeds
are made available to farmers in sufficient quantity at
reasonable prices.

Manures, fertilizers and biocides:

North Eastern soils have been used for growing
crops over thousands of years without caring much
for replenishing. This has led to depletion and
exhaustion of soils resulting in their low productivity.
The average yields of almost all the crops are among
the lowest in the world. This is a serious problem
which can be solved by using more manures and
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fertilizers. Manures and fertilizers play the same role
in relation to soils as good food in relation to body
Jjust as a well nourished body is capable of doing any
good job, a well nourished soil is capable of giving
good yields. It has been estimated that about 70% of
growth on agricultural production can be attributed
to increased fertilizer application. Cow dung provides
the best manure to the soils. It has been felt that
organic manures are essential for keeping the soil in
good health.

Lack of Mechanization:

In North East India, most of the agricultural
operations in large parts are carried on by human
hand & using simple and conventional tools and
implements like wooden plough, sickle etc. Little or
no use of machines is made in ploughing sowing,
irrigating, thinning and pruning, weeding, harvesting
threshing and transporting the crops. This is specially
the care with small and marginal farmers. It results in
huge wastage of human labour and in low yields per
capita labour force.

It is very important problem of North Eastern
agriculture sector. Strategies and programmes have
been directed forwards replacement of traditional and
inefficient implements by improved ones, enabling the
farmer of own tractors, power tillers, harvesters and
other machines. A large industrial base for
manufacturing of the agricultural machines has been
also developed.

Agricultural Marketing:

Agricultural marketing still continues to be in a
bad shape in rural areas. In the absence of sound
marketing facilities the farmers have to depend upon
local traders and middleman for the disposal of their
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farm produce which is sold at throw away price. In
rural areas, the farmers sell their produce to the money
tender from whom they usually borrow money.
Inadequate storage facilities:

Storage facilities in the rural areas are either
totally absent or grossly inadequate. Under such
conditions the farmers are compelled to sell their
produce immediately after harvest at the prevailing
market prices which are bound to be low. Such
distress sale deprives the farmers of their legitimate
income.

In North East India, illiteracy is also a important
problem in agriculture sector. People are not
educated in agricultural sector, so they do not know
abjectly how to apply medicine or others. We should

solve this problem. When people are educated in
agriculture sector, they know the things.

Problems have solution, so we should solved
this type of problem in agriculture sector in North
East India. A healthy and advanced agriculture creates
demand for several industrial products like tractors,
harvesters, threshers, chemical fertilizers, pesticides,
etc. Moreover, income generated in the agricultural
sector creates ready market for various manufactured
goods. Thus agriculture has double relation with
industry. It acts as a supplier of raw materials to the
industries and as consumer of industrial products.
North East India is a agricultural land. We should
modernize our agriculture. North East India is a
diversity of natural resource.
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